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The Blue Green Dream

BGD achievements, collaborations and interactions 
with the professional community, plus the BGD vision 

Dr. Karl M Smith: BGD Project Manager:

kmsmith@imperial.ac.uk

www.bgd.org.uk @BGD_Europe #BGDachieving

mailto:kmsmith@imperial.ac.uk
http://www.bgd.org.uk/
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The Blue Green Dream Principle

Synergistic merging of Green Infrastructure with Urban 

Water (Blue) Systems to create Blue Green Solutions
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Image courtesy of susdrain:  http://www.susdrain.org/case-

studies/case_studies/kennington_residential_de-pave_retrofit_london.html

Not the Blue Green Dream

http://www.susdrain.org/case-studies/case_studies/kennington_residential_de-pave_retrofit_london.html
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BGD: Maximising the benefits of vegetation

ÅHarnessing ecosystems services to enhance the 

urban environment at zero carbon cost
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Resulting benefits:

Å Lower operational costs

Å Higher market value 

Å Enhanced human health and wellbeing

Conventional design

ÅNot all interactions addressed

Å Additional costs incurred or lower 

quality obtained (red zones)

The integrated, BGD, planning approach
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BGD Benefits:

Reduced pluvial flood risk

Reduced Urban Heat Island Effect

Improved amenity & human health

Raised building energy efficiency Urban agriculture

Reduced noise pollutionFlood & drought protection

Lowered air pollutionStormwater/wastewater/ 

solid waste recovery
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Blue Green Dream 

Activities and Services
Monitoring & Quantifying  BG 

Solution Benefits
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Blue Green Test/Demo sites

Creteil urban lake - France

Green Roof

Blue Green Wave - Paris

Blue Green Roof - ICL

Inclined green roof -Berlin

Vegetated swale -
Utrecht


